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Reflection: Mass Casualty Events. Are You Prepared?
	Having read and understood the article “Mass Casualties Events. Are You Prepared?” I agree that nurses are often referred to as first receivers. In addition, they also comprise the largest portion of the healthcare personnel. Thus, nurses should always be ready to care for mass casualties in hospitals since they have the responsibility to save lives. On the other hand, healthcare governing bodies and agencies are supposed to support nurses. This will enable them to work efficiently and concentrate on their work in healthcare institutions putting their families and personal issues aside.
There are three things I learned from the article. First, casualties are grouped into red-tagged victims, yellow-tagged victims, green-tagged victims and black-tagged victims according to the degree of injuries and time of disasters. Second, there exists a joint commission that stipulates requirements for healthcare facilities enabling them to prepare for disaster planning in advance. According to Janice (2010), the joint commission also holds disaster drills two times per year. Third, I learned that lack of proper communication can cause problems when handling disasters in hospitals and to avoid this there should be immediate backups to ensure smooth communication.
As a registered nursing student, I will apply the knowledge learned in ensuring that am in a good position to understand the criteria used to classify the casualties and what it takes for the hospitals to prepare for disasters. According to First (2016), it is very critical to familiarize with the different types of casualties for effective service delivery. Secondly, I will also familiarize with the appropriate channels to accommodate smooth and reliable communication when dealing with various casualties in a healthcare setting.
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